
 

 

 
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

President Wiggins to speak at Inc. 5000 National Conference 
 

St. Bonifacius, MN, October 10, 2014:  Dr. Joel Wiggins, President of Crown College located near 

Minneapolis, MN, will serve as a featured panelist at the acclaimed Inc. 5000 Conference & 

Awards Ceremony in Phoenix on October 16.  The three-day event honoring the fastest-growing 

private companies in the country also features expert sessions, celebrity entrepreneurs, and an 

award ceremony.  Keynote speakers for this year’s event include CEOs Michael Dell (Dell), Kip 

Tindell (The Container Store), Hamdi Ulukaya (Chobani), and others.  

Dr. Wiggins and two other experts will form a panel to address the topic of Exit Strategies: How to 

Finish Big. Dr. Wiggins was asked to participate because of insights gained from his research of 90 

entrepreneurs who founded and sold their companies for between $50 million and $500 million. He 

is authoring a book on the subject which is scheduled for release in 2015.  The project was funded 

in part by the Ewing M. Kauffman Foundation.  

 “Entrepreneurs are the life-blood of our economy,” says Wiggins. “They create jobs, generate 

wealth in our communities, and innovate many of the products and services we use every day.” 

Prior to his recent accession as President of Crown College in 2013, Dr. Wiggins served as CEO of 

the Enterprise Center of Johnson County (KS) and the Austin Technology Incubator (TX). He also co-

founded the Mid-America Angels Investments, LLC. 

About Crown College 

Ranked among the “Best Midwest Regional Colleges” by US News & World Report, Crown College 

approaches nearly a century of preparing students for both service and leadership.  A fully-

accredited Christian college just west of Minneapolis, Crown offers undergraduate and graduate 

degree programs in business, counseling, criminal justice, education, leadership, ministry, nursing, 

and more.  The college has over 12,000 alumni of its on-campus and online programs.  For more 

information, visit www.crown.edu  

About Inc. and the Inc. 500|5000  

Founded in 1979 and acquired in 2005 by Mansueto Ventures, Inc. is the only major brand 

dedicated exclusively to owners and managers of growing private companies, with the aim to 

deliver real solutions for today's innovative company builders. The Inc. 500|5000 is a list of the 

fastest-growing private companies in the nation. Started in 1982, this prestigious list of the nation's 

most successful private companies has become the hallmark of entrepreneurial success. For more 

information, visit http://conference.inc.com  

# # # 

If you would like more information about this topic, or to schedule an interview with Dr. Wiggins, 

please contact Shirley Granlund at (952) 446-4112 or by email at granlunds@crown.edu.  
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